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Upcoming Meeting
Monday, June 20, 2022
6:00 PM - Social Time
7:00 PM - Lodge Meeting

Vernene

2022 Memorial Service
At our meeting in June we will pause to remember and give

thanks for our beloved members who have died during this past
year. We will be recognizing the following members at our meet-
ing on June 20:
Asbjorn Aarrestad– Born Oct. 17, 1925 Died December 14, 2020

Member of the Sons of Norway for 2 years

John Johnson – Born: December 26, 1936 Died: May 28, 2021
Member of Sons of Norway for 34 years (Golden Member)

Trudy Wood – Born January 13, 1947 Died: June 17, 2021
Member of Sons of Norway for 48 years (Golden Member)

Doris Hansen – Born: November 1, 1931 Died: August 25, 2021
Member of the Sons of Norway for many years.

Rachel (Rae) Jernberg – Born Dec. 27, 1940 Died: Sept. 3, 1921
Member of the Sons of Norway for 14 years

Douglas Mandt – Born September 8, 1935 Died October 18, 2021
Member of the Sons of Norway for 29 years

Jean Sheadel – Born: May 20, 1958 Died October 29, 2021
President of Vesterdalen Lodge – 2008-2009;
Vesterdalen Lodge Norwegian of the Year – 2009

Mavis Hansen – Born: June 4, 1936 Died: February 25, 2022
Member of the Sons of Norway for 17 years

If you are aware of other members who have died since
June, 2021, that are not listed here please contact Nancy Heavey
at (253) 752-8450.

Lodge Float

Needs new storage location and way to haul it

Our Lodge float has been stored at John Nyseth’s home for
many years. We have been fortunate not to have paid for this
storage, due to John’s generosity. It is time to find a new home
to store the float. We need an idea on where to store it, and we
would need someone to haul it to and in any parades we may use
it for. The float needs to be stored under cover (in a garage or
barn). I think it is maybe 20 feet long (I don’t have the dimen-
sion unfortunately). Please let me know if anyone has any ideas
or knows of anywhere it can be stored, and if anyone is able to
haul it to and in any parades. If we can’t find a solution, should
we consider offering it to another lodge? Ideas please?

Vernene

Hilsen Fra Presidenten
Hello Vesterdalen Lodge – I am

happy to report we had a wonderful in-
person meeting, after 26 months of
having Zoom virtual meetings, for our
Syttende Mai Celebration meeting in
May.We had 31 members and one guest
in person, and 8 members attending via
Zoom. It worked fairly well, once we
got the microphones figured out. I
want to thank Tom Heavey for taking
on our audio/visual duties during the
meeting. He had training from the

church AV staff on the day before the meeting and a review the
night of the meeting. Marv Nelson will be his backup when Tom
isn’t available. Our social committee provided fresh cupcakes
(thank you Sande Nelson) and ice cream cups. Thanks to John
Fatland for organizing this for us. Vicki Wickham was recruited
to help with the social committee and also to sell raffle tickets
for the door prizes. With a donation from Tom Bellerud, we had
5 door prizes, rather than our typical three (Karen Engen won
twice). It was great seeing the Jensons at the greeting table.It
takes many to put on a live meeting (so much less to do when
it is on Zoom), but we saw members who had not participated in
the virtual meetings, and they were glad to be back.We had a
nice musical presentation from members Sonny Bellcour, Carole
Wrolstad and Clayton Naset. We hope to see even more at our
June meeting for our Memorial Service. We will have our lodge
picnic on the third Monday of July, where we will have potluck
and games and visiting. Put that on your calendar! We hope you
will join us for these upcoming events!

Best wishes,
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Vesterdalen Book Club
We will be starting a Vesterdalen Lodge book club beginning

with a book published in 1920, The Wreath which is the first
book in the Kristin Lavransdatter” trilogy by Norwegian
author Sigrid Undset. The stories follow
the life of the main character, Kristin
Lavransdatter, a fictional Norwegian
woman living in the 14th century in the
Gudbrand Valley in Norway.

Our first meeting will be held at
Maggies on Meeker in Kent on Tuesday,
July 12, at 11 AM. We will be in the
back room. They do not charge for the
use of the room, but would not mind if
you order something to eat or
drink. At this meeting we will discuss
the book, future books and meeting
places and times.

Karen Tofte and Kari Waller will be fa-
cilitating the book club. Please contact Kari if you are inter-
ested in participating in the book club. Kari’s phone number is
253-277-1805 and e-mail is kpwally@comcast.net. If you have a
book suggestion, let us know.

Kari Waller, Co-Culture - Bookclub Chair

A card was sent to Sonja Whitcombe who had surgery on
May 9th.

Welcome cards were sent to Jane Eidsaune, Daniel Heiss,
and Amanda Reding who joined Vesterdalen lodge in 2022.

June Birthdays:

1 Robert Tommervik

3 Jeff Erickson

4 Donna Huwe

5 Ed Amundsen

7 James Wilson, Jean Coy,

8 Lloyd Hartley, Zackary Rude

11 Lorna Robertson, Dell Plagens

13 Brian Lee

19 Sonja Whitcombe

24 Leif Larson

27 Doug Staats, Roger Isaksen, Matthew Erickson

29 Susan Lee
Six Vesterdalen members who are 80+ years of age will re-

ceive birthday cards in June.
Please email or call when you know of a member who needs

some Vesterdalen sunshine. Your help is needed to reach every-
one. Thank you so much.

Nancy Sommerfield, Sunshine Chair
dnsommerfield@comcast.net 206-612-6389

Visit the following website to find local Nordic events.

www.NordicSeattle.com

Trollhaugen’s 50th Anniversary!
Our District 2 Sons

of Norway Recreation
Lodge, Trollhaugen, is
celebrating its 50th an-
niversary this summer,
on July 16, 2022. It will
happen during the
Steak (and Salmon) Fry,
so consider making

plans to attend. We should have more information in the next
month.

It has been suggested that we make an additional donation
in honor of their anniversary. If you would like to make a per-
sonal donation to Trollhaugen to add to this donation, please
send your donation to our Treasurer, Linda Kleppe-Olson (letting
her know what it is for). Once we are meeting in person, you can
give it to her at a meeting prior to July.

Parades – will you participate?
We have the opportunity to march in the Enumclaw 4th of

July parade. We need to decide before June 14 to be able to reg-
ister. We will need to know by then if we will be using the float,
and if we’ll have members willing to participate in the parade.
Please let Vernene know if you are willing to march in the pa-
rade. We also need to know if someone is able to haul the float
if we are using it.

We also could march in the Black
Diamond Parade on Labor Day. We
would need to know by the first of
September who may be interested in
joining in that parade.

Vernene

At the Last Meeting

Sonny Bellcour, Carole Wrolstad and Clayton Naset
played some great old standards at our "re-inaugural meeting in
May. We were lucky to have Carole's spirited singing and Sonny
and Clayton's deft guitar work! Those present were treated to
homemade cupcakes and ice cream.

It was so nice of these long-time members -- who have been
playing together for many years- to help us out with some price-
less live entertainment, especially with the amount of equip-
ment and set-up involved.

The lucky winners of the $10 drawn were Dianne Snell and
Marv Nelson. The lucky winners of the door prizes were John
Fatland, Clayton Naset, Karen Engan, and Karen Engan again!
Karen T., Culture Chair, now has two co-culture helpers. Earl
Dalin will take care of appreciation and Kari Waller will be in
charge of Vesterdalen's Book Club.

Upcoming Meeting

At our June 20 meeting we will have our memorial service
to honor our members who have passed away this past year. The
social committee will be having a special food treat for you so
don't miss our June meeting!!

Thanks to all!
Karen T., Culture Chair

A Little Humor:
Tina: My husband didn’t leave a penny of insurance.
Lena: Den, how did you get dat gorgeous diamond ring?
Tina: Vell, he left $1,000 for his casket and $5,000 for a stone.
Dis is da stone.
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Lutefisk Dinner
Planning

is Happening!
Thank you to Dotty Erickson for tak-

ing on the planning for the Lutefisk Din-
ner, which will occur on October 22,
2022. It has been three years since our
last dinner, and as Dotty mentioned, we
are all 3 years older! We will need lots

of help and Dotty had signup sheets at the meet-
ing on May 16. If you are willing to help out in some way, please
let Dotty know, or sign up at the next meeting or at the picnic
in July. Tickets will be available at the next meeting, at the pic-
nic and by contacting Dotty.

Vesterdalen Lodge 2-131

Sons of Norway

NORW
EGIA

N

& M
eatb

all

DIN
NER

LUTEFIS
K

District 2
Youth Camps

https://www.sofncamps.com/
Camp Trollhaugen - COVID

VAX Required (ages 13-15) Eas-
ton, WA, June 26-July 9, 2022.
Mail application to Chris Hicks,
816 214th ST. SW, Lynnwood,
WA 98036

Camp Nidaros - COVID VAX
Required (ages 9-12) Gearhart,
OR, July 10-23, 2022. Mail ap-
plications to Hannah Thom, 556 N Buffalo St., Portland, OR
97217.

Camp Normanna - COVID VAX Required (ages 9-12) Lake
Riley, WA, July 24-August 6, 2022. Mail application to Seth
Tufteland, PO Box 1422, Bothell, WA 98041 COVID vaccination
required for All Campers & Staff.

The above website has lots of information pertaining to
each camp.

Camper registrations for our upcoming summer camps are
due immediately! Be sure to register as soon as possible to
guarantee your spot in the camp.

Click on the camp you are interested in for more informa-
tion. Please be flexible in the fact that we will be able to hold
camp based on what the current recommendations are from lo-
cal health departments.

Beverly Winsor - Youth Director

The Scandinavian Hour
with Seth Tufteland

is on KKNW 1150 AM
on Saturdays, 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Listen anytime at:
https://www.thescandinavianhour.org

Nominating Committee Needed
We will need a nominating committee to function soon, as

we likely will need some officers for some of our positions. If you
would be willing to be on this committee, please let Vernene
Scheurer know. We should have 2-3 volunteers for this commit-
tee. The committee should start calling members in July to find
out who will be continuing, which positions will need to be filled
and who may be willing to fill these positions. Thank you for
your help!

Vernene

Soos Creek
It's History Monday from Soos Creek:
Prior to 1900 the White River Journal did not include many

reports of the social life of the Plateau residents. It was not until
after 1900 that local correspondents in the greater Suise Creek
community, such as the Springbrook, Meridian, Shadow Lake,
Lake Morton, Grass Lake, Berrydale, Covington and Hazelwood
neighborhoods submitted short columns to the Journal. These
columns often included reports of the simple daily happenings
in the community, such as neighbors visiting neighbors, minor
illnesses, small gatherings for dinners or picnics, trips to town
or Seattle, etc. Unfortunately there are gaps during which no
news appeared for a particular community, sometimes for a con-
siderable period of time. It appears that when one columnist
stopped writing, a replacement could not always be found for
some time.

“Several people of this vicinity are planning to go on the
20th of May anniversary excursion to the Orphans home at
Poulsbo.” – May 27, 1905

Poulsbo was a frequent destination for the Norwegians be-
cause Poulsbo was founded and settled by immigrants from Nor-
way, many from the same Sunnfjord district that a number of
Plateau settlers had also immigrated.

“A young man took his best girl out for a buggy ride re-
cently, using a horse frequently driven by the mail carrier. As a
result, the animal insisted on stopping at every mail box along
the route, and the couple were forced to take another road in
order to enjoy the ride.” – April 23, 1904

-- excerpted from History of the Soos Creek Plateau From 1860
to 1960 by Morris W. Skagen

A Little Humor:
Lars: Hey Ole! I saw your silhouette on the shade vhen you vas kissing
Lena last night!
Ole: Da yoks on you, Lars. I vasn’t home last night.



2022 Vesterdalen OfficersKalender

Rose Stevens – 1-800-210-0240
Sons of Norway Financial Benefits Counselor

President .............Vernene Scheurer ............... 253-848-7231
president@vesterdalen.org

VP/Membership ....... Karin Plagens ................. 360-825-7338
tigger@tx.net

Secretary .................Carol Larson ............. cell 859-321-4577
larsonjw@aol.com

Treasurer ........... Linda Kleppe-Olson ............. 360-825-4304
kleppe43@msn.com

Financial Secry ....... Nancy Heavey ................. 253-752-8450
nheavey@wamail.net

Cultural .......................Karen T. ...................... 206-359-1556
cafeventure@yandex.com or fotojourno@live.com
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juni
1 District Convention in Portland, Oregon
6 Board Meeting (held on Zoom) ..........................6:30 PM

20 Social .............................................................6:00 PM
Lodge Meeting and Memorial Service..................7:00 PM

juli
4 No Board Meeting
4 4th of July Parade in Enumclaw

18 Lodge Picnic at Game Farm Park - Games ............5:00 PM
Picnic .............................................................6:00 PM

august
No board meeting or Lodge meeting in August

september
12 Board Meeting (held on Zoom) ..........................6:30 PM
19 Lodge Meeting - social......................................6:00 PM

Lodge Meeting (in person and Zoom) .................7:00 PM

Vesterdalen's Little League
Baseball Team

The Auburn Little League baseball team that Vesterdalen is
sponsoring is well into their spring season.In addition to play-
ing baseball they have learned some new things about Norway.
We passed out Norwegian flags the week before Syttende Mai
and told them about Norway. Not all the players were there on
May 17 so we gave flags to remainder of the crew and the boys
loved it. Parents have thanked us and expressed interest in Nor-
wegian traditions. The boys loved having their pictures in our
May Vikingskip.

The team is so happy to be part of our Lodge that they
promise to change their name from the Rhinos to the Vikings
next year if we are their sponsors. We will celebrate the end of
the season with a party at the lake, Sunday, June 26th from 1
to 5 at our house (Jim and Carol Larson, 18102 17th Street East,
Lake Tapps.) Come and meet our Little League Team.

Carol & Jim Larson

Board Meeting Notes
Our general board meeting was on Zoom, May 2 , 2022.

Present were President Vernene Scheurer, Nancy Sommerfield,
Lois and Nils Ladderud, Linda Kleppe-Olson, Karen Tofte, Tom
Bellerud, Diane and John Fatland, and Tom and Nancy Heavey,
Andy Wangstad and Dave Eidsaune.

Nancy said our membership was at 178 members, one mem-
bership was canceled.

Linda Kleppe-Olson reported that she has paid all our major
bills including the church and the copy center. A check has been
sent for convention registration. Another $5000 has been re-
quested from our Sons of Norway Account but it has not yet
been received.

Diane stated that she has not received any information
about upcoming events. Karen T. mentioned there will be Viking
Days the 3rd week of May in Poulsbo.

Karen Tofte said she is working on finding musicians to per-
form at our May 16th in-person meeting. Karen has planned a
day trip to the National Nordic Museum for May 5th. We will
meet at Chinooks for a noon lunch before we attend a guided
tour at 2 pm in the Museum. Progress is being made on our book
club to meet at a restaurant in Kent in June. The June lodge
meeting will be our memorial service.

John Fatland and the social committee are working on our
May 16th lodge meeting to celebrate Syttende Mai. We will
gather to have refreshments at 6 PM. The Music Program will
begin at 7 PM .

Nancy Heavey is gathering information about each member
that we will honor at our June Memorial Service. Social will start
at 6 PM and the memorial service will be at 7 PM.

Dotty Erickson is considering being the Chairperson for the
Lutefisk Dinner in October. John Fatland will check on fish
prices. We should start selling tickets at our June meeting. Vol-
unteers are needed for all lead positions.

We are also making plans for our July Picnic at Auburn
Game Farm on July 18th. Dianne Snell will look into reserving
the picnic shelter. Dave Eidsaune will plan games for the picnic.

Summer Parades: John Nyseth can no longer store the float.
It has to be stored inside. We will continue this discussion in the
Vikingskip, and we will bring it up at the lodge meeting.

A special Thank You to Nancy Sommerfield for taking min-
utes at the Board Meeting.

Carol Larson, Lodge Secretary


